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The form for asking a direct question is (W) X S (V)...

W is a question word: Who, What, Where, When, Why, How

X is an auxiliary verb

          have      do        am        can            must

          has       does      is        could          might

          had       did       are       shall          may

                              was       should

                              were      will

                                        would

S is the subject of the question

V is a verb form (one of these three: simple form, -ing form or past participle)

            (W)     X             S            (V)

1.        Where     is        your father    working        these days?

2.                  Are       they                          at the party?

3.        Why       do        you            talk           so much?

4.                  Does      your brother   eat            meat?

5.        How much  did       that book      cost?

6.                  Have      you            seen           my textbook?

7.                  Isn't     your mother    feeling        well?

8.                  Do        the students   have           their books?

9.                  Can't     you            swim           a mile?

10.                 Will      it             rain           today?

11.                 Am        I                             your friend?

12.       Why       aren't    they                          here yet?

Questions that expect a YES or NO answer are called YES/NO questions.

They do not have a W part (Who, What, Where, etc.)

They begin with the X part (an auxiliary verb, positive or negative).

           (no W)   X          S             (V)

1.                  Were      they                          at the party?

2.                  Doesn't   your brother   eat            meat?

3.                  Have      you            seen           my textbook?

4.                  Isn't     your mother    feeling        well?

5.                  Do        the students   have           their books?

6.                  Can't     you            swim           a mile?

7.                  Will      it             rain           today?

8.                  Am        I                             your friend?

9.                  Aren't    they                          here yet?

10.                 Are       your friends   coming?

Questions (p. 2 of 2, Rick Shur)

To change a statement into a YES/NO question, use the same auxiliary verb

for the question that you see in the statement.

Change the word order and add a question mark.

He IS my father.

IS he your father?

They CAN SWIM a mile.

CAN they SWIM a mile?

She HAS SEEN the Statue of Liberty.

HAS she SEEN the Statue of Liberty?

They ARE here.

ARE they here?

We'LL (We WILL) CALL you.

WILL you CALL us?

If the statement has no auxiliary verb, then the question is made with

DO, DOES or DID.

DO is the present tense auxiliary for plural subjects, YOU, and I.

DOES is the present tense auxiliary for singular subjects.

DID is the past tense auxiliary for both singular and plural subjects.

Change the statement's verb to the SIMPLE FORM.

DO, DOES and DID are always used with the simple form of a verb.

The simple form has no S, no ED (or past tense) or ending of any kind.

He eats out every night.

DOES he EAT out every night?

She thinks about her mother all the time?

DOES she THINK about her mother all the time?

We went to Omaha.

DID you GO to Omaha?

HAVE, HAS and HAD are auxiliary verbs only if they are used with

a past participle:

He HAS SEEN that movie.

HAS he SEEN that movie?

They HAVE EATEN already.

HAVE they EATEN already?

If HAVE, HAS, and HAD are not used with a past participle, they are

regular verbs, and the question form will be made with DO, DOES or DID:

They HAVE a lot of money.          She HAS to go.           He HAD fun. 

DO they HAVE a lot of money?       DOES she HAVE to go?     DID he HAVE fun?

