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The passive voice is used when you don't know, or don't wish to identify, the doer of an action that has an effect on a person or thing.



The accident victim was rushed to the hospital.

We don't say who rushed the victim to the hospital. It could have been an ambulance driver, or a police offer, or a good Samaritan (a person who helps a stranger). We are more concerned about the accident victim than the driver who helped take the victim to the emergency room. 

The passive voice is made by adding a past participle to any form of be (and sometimes get)

The form of be can be in any tense, and for a plural or singular subject:

a.   He was taken to jail.

b.   They will be killed if they don't get out of the way!

c.   Have you ever been bitten?

d.   Thousands of trees are sold here every year.

The active voice specifies the subject who performs the action:

a.   The police took him to jail.

b.   The tractor will kill them if they don't get out of the way!

c.   Has a dog ever bitten you?

d.   The tree nursery owner sells thousands of trees here every year.

If you wish, you can use the passive voice and then add by to name the performer of the action:

a.   He was taken to jail by the police.

b.   They will be killed by the tractor.

c.   Have you ever been bitten by a dog?

d.   Thousands of trees are sold here by the tree nursery owner.

The passive voice can use be in any tense (time) and number (plural or singular subject):


past (singular)


He was taken to jail last night.

past (plural)


They were arrested last week.

present (singular)

He is always punished by his father whenever he lies.

present (plural)


Thousands of hats are sold here every year.

present progressive

The room is being painted now. Don't go in there.

past progressive

The dog was being teased while the cat was eating.

future



The lights will be taken down on January 7.

present perfect


He hasn't been hired yet.

past perfect


He had been cheated before, so he was being extra careful.

auxiliary verbs


That can be eaten. The teacher should be fired. 
