
Hard and Soft NegativesPRIVATE 

In English, there are two kinds of negative words, hard and soft:




hard negatives

soft negatives



never



ever




no one



anyone




no



any




nobody


anybody




none



any




not (n't)


---




nothing


anything




nowhere


anywhere




without


---

An English sentence can have many negative words, but the first negative word must be a hard negative. [It can be in a contraction (n’t).]  Then, after the first hard negative, all the other negative words must be soft negatives:

I have no money.

I don't have any money.

We never said that!

We didn't ever say that!

He never said anything to anybody.

She doesn't have any money.

She can't say anything to anybody about it.

Didn't you find any good movies anywhere?

He arrived with no money.

He arrived without any money.

He left without saying anything to anyone.

Don't ever talk to anybody anywhere about anything under any circumstances for any reason!

Exercises: Use a hard or soft negative word from the above lists.

 1. Don't tell ___________________ about our secret.

 2. I have ____________________ money. Sorry, I can't help you.

 3. I don't have ____________________ money.

 4. There are ________________________ people in that room.

 5. There aren't _________________________ people in that room.

 6. ________________________ is home. Let's go next door.

 7. There isn't _____________________ home. Maybe they're away.

 8. He left the house without ____________________ credit cards.

 9. He left the house with ______________________ credit cards.

10. Don't __________________ talk to me like that again!

11. He has _______________________ been to Europe. Not once!

12. Haven't you ______________________ been to Canada?
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