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USE capital letters for

1) titles (all words except short prepositions and articles) 

   
The Land of the Lost        
(The is capitalized only if it's the first word in the title.) 

    
Rules for Capital Letters
 ( Prepositions of two or three letters are not capitalized.)
    
A Moon for the Misbegotten  
(A is capitalized only if it's the first word in the title.) 

 2) names: people, places, companies, institutions, holidays, nationalities, languages, brand names 


Richard Shur is younger than Bill Clinton. New York City is a big city. Fifth Avenue is a long avenue. Grand Street is a dirty street. LaGuardia Community College is a two‑year college. Roosevelt Hospital is a good hospital. In the United States, you can see the Rocky Mountains and the Mississippi River. I saw the Coit Tower, the Transamerica Building and the Golden Gate Bridge. Chinese New Year, Christmas Eve, and Valentine's Day are great holidays. I have some Japanese friends who speak Spanish. I use Ivory soap and Colgate toothpaste. 

3) professional and family titles when used with names 

    
Dr. Brown, Aunt Rhoda, Uncle Jake, Professor Shur 

4) first word of a sentence and the pronoun I 

    
She is smart, but she's lazier than I am. 

5) days of the week, months 

    
On Tuesday we have class. Our vacation is in March. 

6) religions and some religious words 

    I'm Catholic. Thank God! I believe that God is real and that He loves me. I have met the Pope. 

   [Generally, Americans capitalize the pronoun He only for God and Jesus.]
7) the pronoun I
[Do not capitalize the pronoun it!]

   The boss thinks that I lazy and that it is time for me to quit. Should I agree that it’s time to quit?]

DO NOT USE capitals for

7) seasons of the year

        I think spring is the nicest time of year. 

8) earth‑sun‑moon‑universe

    (but capitalize other planets and stars) 

    The earth is near Mars and Venus. They all go around the sun. 

9) jobs and professions (except in titles, as in #3, above) 

    I need a good doctor, but Doctor Smith isn't home. 

    I'm going to be an occupational therapist. 

10) school subjects and majors (except names of specific courses) 

    I'm studying biology even though my major is computer science. 

     (BUT: My course is called Intro to Computer Programming II.)

11) words after a semi‑colon (;)     I hate him; he's a busybody. It's hot; it's not cold.

