Past Unreal Statements Taken from the Internet
(edited by Rick Shur)

1) I went on to finish high school and get a degree in Business Management, something I never would have done if I had been selfish enough to have kids. (from a woman’s educational history)

2) If I had been the Virgin Mary, I would have told God that I had a headache. (a comedian’s joke)

3) If I had been in Bethlehem the night of Jesus' birth
And heard afar the angels' joyful song of peace on earth
If I had seen the shepherds come to seek the baby fair
I think I would have followed them, and knelt beside them there.

(from a religious song)

4) If I had been more rational I would have carefully checked all my clamps, lines and connections. (a statement by a bungee jumper who had an accident while jumping)

5) If I had been less conservative in my planning before the trip, or less experienced, I could have died in that hollow.  (a statement by a camper who was glad that he packed carefully before camping outdoors in cold weather)

6) I was not invited to give my opinion about the building. If I had been invited to do so, I would have declined. (an architect’s statement)

7) Most of my psychological problems could have been avoided if I had been aware of trauma potential. (a news reporter’s statement about how covering war stories gave him nightmares afterwards)

8) If I had been alone, I might have been in trouble. (a statement by a moose hunter who was almost attacked and killed by an angry moose)

9) I am not quite certain that even if I had been sober I would have done anything differently. (a statement by an HIV-positive man who kept his status a secret from his female partner and had drunken sex with her without using a condom)

10) My job was to stop runs to the basket and if that wasn¹t possible, then my job became trying to block the shot. If I had been 6’ tall instead of 5’8”, my job would have been a lot easier. (a statement by a basketball player)
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