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If is the first word of an if-clause, which states a necessary condition for something to be true.

You will pass the test IF you study for it.

The IF clause is the part of the sentence including IF and the subject and verb

that follow IF:     if you study for it

The MAIN clause is the other part of the sentence:     You will pass the test

The IF clause tells what is necessary, what needs to happen, for the

MAIN clause to come true.

"Passing the test" can come true but it is necessary that "you study for it."

The IF clause is also called the CONDITION. A condition is something that

is necessary to do (studying) for another thing (passing the test) to happen.

In a statement about the future, what WILL happen, the IF clause cannot have

a future tense. Instead, the simple present form of the verb is used.

The simple present verb will have S at the end if the subject is singular.

The simple present verb will not have S if the subject is plural, I or YOU.

          He will fall down IF HE RUNS too fast.

          She will succeed IF SHE WORKS really hard.

          They will lose their car IF THEY LEAVE it unlocked on the street.

The IF clause can come first or last.

If the IF clause comes last, as in the sentences above, there is no comma.

If it comes first, as in the sentences below, there is a comma after the

IF clause:

          If he runs too fast, he will fall down.

          If she works really hard, she will succeed.

          If they leave their car unlocked on the street, they will lose it.

UNLESS is the opposite of IF.

          You will fail the test UNLESS you study hard for it.

The UNLESS clause (unless you study hard for it) tells what must happen

if you want to PREVENT the statement in the main clause (You will fail).

To PREVENT an action is to make it NOT HAPPEN, or not come true.

By studying hard for the test, you PREVENT (AVOID, ESCAPE) failing the

test.

          You will catch a cold UNLESS you wear a coat.

You will AVOID, PREVENT catching a cold by wearing a coat.

          I'll go to the beach UNLESS it rains.

Rain will PREVENT me from going to the beach.

The UNLESS clause can come first or last, according to rules given above,

for the IF clause.

If the UNLESS clause is first, it is followed by a comma:

          Unless it rains, I'll go to the beach.

If the UNLESS clause is last, there is no comma:

          I'll go to the beach unless it rains.

The verb in the UNLESS clause cannot be in the future tense. It must be in

the present tense, according to the rules given above, for IF clauses.

          You'll catch a cold UNLESS YOU WEAR a coat.

          She'll fail the math exam UNLESS SHE STUDIES for it.

          He'll lose his car UNLESS HE PARKS it in a garage.

This doesn't mean that the sentence is about the present time.

It is simply a grammar rule of English.

