Basic Sentence Word Order in Standard American English

The usual word order for standard American English sentences is

Subject 
Verb 

Object 

Place 


Time

(who)    
(did what)   



(where)

(when)

The teacher
wrote

an example

on the blackboard 
yesterday.

The dog
ate

the steak

in the kitchen 

this morning.

My secretary 
sent

the letter




last week.

The train
is leaving



for Boston

tomorrow.

Instructions: Rewrite the following sentences by putting the correct parts in the chart below.

1. I watched last night on TV a very good movie.

2. Had left before I got to his dressing room the actor.

3. Very recently to this country they came.

4. Is confusing for me this situation right now.

5. I can’t remember right now her name.

6. I saw last night on TV an interesting news documentary.

7. I have been for six months in this country.

8. In the same house have lived the sisters for many years.

9. I didn’t when I got here many problems have in this city.

	
	Subject  

      
	Verb
	Object
	Place
	Time

	1


	I 
	watched
	a very good movie
	on TV
	last night.

	2


	
	
	
	
	

	3


	
	
	
	
	

	4


	
	
	
	
	

	5


	
	
	
	
	

	6


	
	
	
	
	

	7


	
	
	
	
	

	8


	
	
	
	
	

	9


	
	
	
	
	

	10


	
	
	
	
	


10. The mugger in the chest stabbed the victim before running away.

 1

A. Do you play every week tennis? 

B. Every week do you play tennis? 

C. Do you every week play tennis? 

D. Do you play tennis every week? 

-----------------
2

A. I'm going to see him on Monday. 

B. I'm going on Monday to see him. 

C. I'm on Monday going to see him. 

D. I'm going to on Monday see him. 

-----------------
3

A. Here she has worked for a very long time. 

B. For a very long time she has worked here. 

C. She has worked for a very long time here. 

D. She has worked here for a very long time. 

-----------------
4

A. I want to speak English fluently really. 

B. I really want to speak English fluently. 

C. I really want to speak English fluently. 

D. I want to speak relly English fluently. 

-----------------
5

A. Sally took to The Bistrot for lunch the auditors. 

B. Sally took the auditors to "The Bistrot" for lunch. 

C. Sally took for lunch the auditors to "The Bistrot". 

D. Sally took to The Bistrot the auditors for lunch. 

-----------------
6

A. He has been in California since February 1997 working. 

B. He has been working since February 1997 in California. 

C. He has since February 1997 been working in California. 

D. He has been working in California since February 1997. 

-----------------
7

A. Please fill out with the details this form. 

B. Please with your details fill out this form. 

C. Please fill out your details with this form. 

D. Please fill out this form with your details 

-----------------
8

A. I've heard some interesting information about our competitors. 

B. I've heard about our competitors some interesting information. 

C. I've heard some information interesting about our competitors. 

D. I've some interesting information about our competitors heard. 

-----------------
9

A. Tom goes to work by car always. 

B. Tom goes always to work by car. 

C. Tom always goes to work by car. 

D. Tom always by car goes to work. 

-----------------
10

A. I probably won't take the early train tomorrow. 

B. I won't take probably the earky train tomorrow. 

C. Iw on't take the earky train probably tomorrow. 

D. I won't take the probably early train tomorrow. 

-----------------
11

A. I have always to remind her to send in the figures. 

B. I have to remind her to send always in the figures. 

C. Always I have to remind her to send in the figures. 

D. I always have to remind her to send in the figures. 

-----------------
12
A. She has spoken never to me about it. 

B. She has spoken to me never about it. 

C. She has never spoken to me about it. 

D. She never has spoken to me about it. 

-----------------
13
A. I haven't heard anything recently about them. 

B. I haven't heard anything about them recently. 

C. I haven't heard recently anything about them. 

D. I recently haven't heard anything about them. 

-----------------
14
A. I him met on the plane home. 

B. I met him on the plane home. 

C. I him on the plane home met. 

D. I met on the plane him home. 

-----------------
15
A. We found the solution to your problem soon. 

B. We soon found the solution to your problem. 

C. We found soon the solution to your problem. 

D. We found the solution soon to your problem. 

-----------------
16
A. She ever hardly remembers to call. 

B. She remembers hardly ever to call. 

C. She hardly ever remembers to call. 

D. She remembers to call hardly ever. 

-----------------
17
A. Jim has always been a joker. 

B. Jim has been always a joker. 

C. Jim has been a joker always. 

D. Jim always has been a joker. 

-----------------
18
A. I would have agreed never to that if I'd known. 

B. I would have agreed to that never if I'd known. 

C. I would never have agreed to that if I'd known. 

D. If I'd known, never would I have agreed to that. 

-----------------
19
A. I've been many times there. 

B. I've been there many times. 

C. I've there been many times. 

D. I've been many there times. 

-----------------
20
A. You always are quick to criticize me 

B. You are always quick to criticize me. 

C. You are quick always to criticize me. 

D. You are quick to criticize always me. 
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