Animals and Their Sounds
(Singular/Plural Nouns/Verb Agreement)PRIVATE 

cat

meow

/miau/

chicken
cluck

/kl(k/

cow

moo

/mu/

dog

woof

/w(f/

duck

quack

/kwæk/

goose

honk

/hank/

horse

neigh

/nei/

pig

oink

/oink/

sheep

baa

/bæ/

turkey

gobble

/gá bəl/

1. ______________ say “Meow! Meow!” 

2. A ______________ says “Honk! Honk!”

3. A ______________ says “Baa! Baa!”

4. ______________ say “Woof! Woof!”

5. ______________ say “Quack! Quack!”

6. ______________ say “Honk! Honk!” 

7. A ______________ says “Neigh! Neigh!”

8. A ______________ says “Oink! Oink!”

9. ______________ say “Neigh! Neigh!”

10. ______________ say “Gobble! Gobble!”

11. A ______________ says “Meow! Meow!”

12. A ______________ says “Moo! Moo!” 

13. ______________ say “Baa! Baa!”

14. ______________ say “Cluck! Cluck!”

15. A ______________ says “Woof! Woof!”

16. A ______________ says “Quack! Quack!” 

17. ______________ say “Moo! Moo!”

18. A ______________ says “Gobble! Gobble!” 

19. ______________ say “Oink! Oink!” 

20. A ______________ says “Cluck! Cluck!” 

Teachers Notes: Animals and Their Sounds

Students should learn that we make general statements about the world

With a plural


Elephants are big.

With a singular and the indefinite article (a/an) for count nouns


An elephant is big.

With a singular and no indefinite article for non-count nouns


Water is wet.

While the definite article the is sometimes used, it seems to be favored more with children than with adults.


The elephant has a long trunk.


The fireman is our friend.

Contrary to English, Spanish and French use the definite article where English would use none:


The love is beautiful. (L’amour est beau. El amor es bello.)

English would use the definite article regarding a specific, not a general:


Love is beautiful.


The love between Romeo and Juliet is known throughout the world.


Air is necessary for life.


The air in here is stale.

English uses a definite article for places of business and public access, probably going back to a time when there would be exactly one such place in any given village:


I have to go to the bank/the store/the post office.


We went to the park/the beach.

Activities

Students DO NOT write on the handout. All pens and pencils are down throughout.

Seated in a large circle, students do a rhythmic clapping and speaking game. For example, students all pound the desk twice, clap hands twice, and the next student must read the sentence correctly, with the right word and the correct pronunciation (especially pronouncing say and says with the correct vowel sounds). If the teacher deems the attempt less than successful (it wasn’t in time to the rhythm, wasn’t grammatically correct, or wasn’t pronounced well) then the student withdraws from the circle after the teacher quickly explains the error.

Once this activity is completed, a more difficult game has this routine:

ALL:
pound, pound, clap, clap

St. A:
“A pig!” or “Pigs!”

ALL:
pound, pound, clap, clap

St. B:
“A pig says oink, oink!” or “Pigs say oink, oink!”

Alternatively, if the teacher thinks the task above is too difficult without the correct words already filled in, a first activity can put teams of two or three to the task of competing to see which team is first to fill in the paper correctly. Then the above games can be conducted with papers face up the first time, and face down thereafter.
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