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When Ben Franklin was an old man, (he, him, his) went to France to live and 

                                                     


1

represent the colonies.  (He, him, his) wanted France to aid the U.S. in (it, its, it’s) war 





2





3

against England.  (He, Him, His) was a very popular man in Paris.  (He, Him, His) was 




4






5

very famous for his scientific work and his inventions.


One of the women who was (he, him, his) great friend was Madame Helvetius.  






6

(She, Her) was over fifty, and even though (she, her) was no longer beautiful, (she, her) 

7





8




9


could hardly be called ugly.  (She, Her) kept a houseful of dogs and cats which (she, 





10






11
her) kissed and petted the same way (she, her) kissed and petted (she, her) human 






  12



13


friends, including Ben.  But (she, her) had an independent mind.  Ben Franklin’s love for 





14


(she, her) was playful and serious.

15


Ben wrote many love letters to Madame Helvetius.  Once (she, her) visited (he, 










16

    17


him, his) home and told (he, him, his) to clear all the spiders and their webs out of (he, 





18






19

him, his) house even though (she, her) was not a very tidy person herself, with all those 





  20

cats and dogs.  A few days later, (she, her) received this famous letter, which Ben said 






21

had been written by the flies in (he, him, his) house.






22


The Flies of Monsieur Franklin’s House wish to thank Madame Helvetius in 

(they, them, their) best manner for the comfort (she, her) has given (they, them, their).

23






24


25


(We, Us, Our) have long lived under Mr. Franklin’s roof. (We, Us, Our) have 


26






 27

eaten (he, him, his) food and drunk (he, him, his) wine without having to pay anything.  


28



29

After (he, him, his) parties, (he, him, his) leaves enough wine in the bowl for one 


30


31

hundred of (we, us, our) to get drunk.  Then (we, us, our) fly in circles, dance through 



32



  33



the air of (he, him, his) bedroom and happily make love under (he, him, his) nose.



34






35


(We, Us, Our) lives would have been perfect, except for the deadly danger of our 



36

enemies, the spiders.  They used to catch us in (they, them, their) webs, tear us to 









37

pieces and eat (we, us, our) without hesitation.



 38


Now, excellent Lady, (you, your) have ordered Mr. Franklin to sweep away those 





39


spiders and webs, and (you, your) orders were carried out immediately.  Since that 





40

time, (we, us, our) have lived in peace.  We wish only one more thing, that (you, your) 


41









42

and Mr. Franklin would live together always.


In 1780, Ben himself suggested that (he, him, his) and Madame Helvetius “live 








43

together always.”  (He, Him, His) proposed marriage.  But Madame Helvetius refused 




44

because (she, her) wanted to stay faithful to (she, her) husband, even though (he, him, 



45




46



47

his) was dead.  Ben’s proposal was sincere, but when (she, her) said no, (he, him, his) 

48 49


went home and wrote another love letter.


(I, Me, My) dreamed that (I, me, my) died and went to heaven, where (I, me, 



50


51





52

my) met (you, your) husband, Monsieur Helvetius.  (He, Him, His) said the (he, him, 



53





54


55

his) no longer loved (you, your). (He, Him) had found another love who was similar 




56

57

to (you, your), though not as beautiful.  (I, Me, My) asked to meet (she, her) and was 


58




59



60

surprised to discover that (he, him, his) new love was my old wife, Debby.  When (she, 





61






     62


her) said that (she, her) loved (he, him, his) now, and not (I, me, my), (I, me, my) 



63


64


65

66

decided to return to earth and tell (you, your) what (they, them, their) have done to 






67


68


(we, us, our).  Here (I, me, my) am!  Come!  Let (we, us, our) do the same to (they, 

  69


70



71



72

them, their).
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