Sentence Combining

A beginning student may write a lot of short sentences that a more advanced student will combine into one longer sentence.

Beginning student:

She came from Colombia.

She came to the United States three years ago.

She came alone to this country.
Advanced student:

She came to this country from Colombia, by herself, three years ago.

Beginning student:

He has two brothers.

They live in different cities.

Those cities are Los Angeles and Miami.

Advanced student:

He has two brothers, one living in Los Angeles and the other one in Miami.

Beginning student:

He went to high school in his country.

His country is Peru.

He did well in high school.

He got good grades there.

His teachers liked him.
Advanced student:

In his home country of Peru, he attended high school, where he did well, achieving high  grades and being well-liked by his teachers.

In general, Americans don’t like to start and stop constantly, either while driving or while reading. Every period is like a stop sign to an American reader, and most Americans find short, choppy sentences to be really annoying. Therefore, you should try to find ways to put as much information as possible into each sentence that you write. Economy and efficiency in writing are trademarks of sophisticated writers.
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