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You are going to write a children’s book. You are going to tell children about your fascinating and dramatic life as a pencil. Your nickname is Pat, which is short for either Patrick or Patricia. You can decide if you want to be a girl pencil or a boy pencil.


Be sure to establish a clear time frame for your book. What month is it now? Be clear to talk about past events in the past (like your birth, when you were manufactured, when you were bought, things you did last month or last year, and so on). Use present perfect for things that began in the past but which are continuing into the present (things that you have always felt, things that have always been true, things that you haven’t done yet). Use future for things that you expect to happen, things you are going to do or hope will happen in the future .


Who is your owner? [A child? An adult? A student? A professional writer? An artist?]


Where do you live? [In a pencil case? In a bookbag? In a desk drawer? On top of a desk?]


Who are your friends? Do you have any close friends? Do you have any enemies? Are there any animals (dogs, cats) or machines (a pencil sharpener, paper shredder) that scare you?


Both people and things in your life should have names (my owner, Juan; my enemy, Sherman Sharpener)


What is your daily routine? What kind of life do you have?


What do you do on weekends?


What do you enjoy doing? What do you absolutely love to do? What do you hate to do? What are some things that you are afraid of? What makes you annoyed? Embarrassed? Terrified? Excited? Thrilled? Confused? Upset? Horrified? And so on…


What interesting experiences have you had?


What do you think of your owner? What do you want for your owner?


What do you hope to do in the future?


Are you romantically involved with anyone (an object or a person)? Do you hope to get married someday? Do you want to marry somebody special? Is that special somebody a human being or a utensil, like you?


These are just some considerations to help get you started. Be inventive. Be dramatic. Be entertaining. You just might write something that could turn into an actual children’s book. Just remember that you are a talking pencil with feelings and emotions, just like a person.

Pat Pencil
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Other vocabulary: A pencil sharpener is a machine or utensil that sharpens pencils.
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