NYC: A Good Place to Raise Children
[eslrof.com/handouts/Comp/NYCGreatForChildrenPrompt.doc]
You are going to take the positive position, that NYC is a wonderful place to have and raise children. 

· Make sure you have an introduction and a conclusion. 

· Include coherent paragraphs. Each paragraph should be about one area of importance, not a lot of different and unrelated things. Remember that your discussion is about children, so make sure your points are specifically related to children’s needs and interests, not just everybody’s. 
· Paragraphs should not be too general or too short. Every observation should be backed up with very specific details and examples. The more specific your writing is, the better the English Department will like it. Try to put your paragraphs in an order that flows logically, with one area leading smoothly into the next. Use linkers from your yellow card whenever they help with the flow of ideas.

· Watch your punctuation. Poor punctuation will cause a reader to get depressed.

· Watch your capital letters. Capitalize words that should be capitalized but not the words that shouldn’t be. Don’t capitalize he, she, or it unless they are the first word of the sentence. Don’t capitalize the four seasons. Don’t capitalize the when it is part of a name like the United States or the Empire State Building.

· Here are some possible areas (paragraphs) for discussion:

education
outdoor recreation
indoor recreation
entertainment
cultural, ethnic diversity
transportation
health care
social services
safety
shopping
weather, four seasons
· Here are some possible areas of discussion from the opposition:
Crime, Violence, Terrorism, Pollution, Disease, Stress, Noise, Crowds, Sexual Perversion

[You should mention these only if you can refute them and shoot down the opposition.]

Shooting down the opposition is usually done by showing that the fear is exaggerated, untrue, or no different from suburban areas or rural (country) areas, which can even be worse.

