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What Should Be Done About Violence in the Media?

[a suggested approach for writing an opinion essay to answer the above question]
FIRST, read and understand the question:
What should be done about media violence?
SECOND, decide on your answer, your “bottom line,” which you will defend.

Possible bottom line: 
There is no real way to stop media violence because we live in a free society.
THIRD, write down several true, “thesis” statements which, when added up, will convince your reader that your bottom line is reasonable.
Possible statements:
In a free society, people can say what they want.

Corporations exist to make money, and violence sells.

Parents have to exercise control over their children.

Consumers can support entertainment that is non-violent.
Most people do not imitate violence that they see in the media.

FOURTH, put the thesis statements into an order that you think will flow with the most powerful effect.

Possible order:

1. In a free society, people can say what they want.

3. Corporations exist to make money, and violence sells.

5. Parents have to exercise control over their children.

4. Consumers can support entertainment that is non-violent.

2. Most people do not imitate violence that they see in the media.

FIFTH, develop an introduction which spells out the question that you are going to answer. Include your “bottom line” somewhere in the introduction:

Possible introduction:


The world’s media today seem to have more violence than ever. Video games have vivid depictions of accidents, catastrophes, fighting and murder. Television news programs generally lead with a violent story in order to gain an audience. The movie industry promotes action stories with terrorists and homicidal maniacs. Many people feel that the violence is out of hand, and they want to do something about it. I’m not sure that censorship is the answer. There is no real way to stop the violence in the media if  we want to live in a free society in which expression is protected by the Constitution.
SIXTH, expand each of the thesis statements into paragraphs. Be sure that ALL the information and comments in the paragraph bolster (support and explain) the thesis statement. NOTHING extraneous (extra and unrelated) should be included.
Possible paragraph supporting thesis statement #3:

Corporations exist to make money, and violence sells. Video games with the most graphic, detailed depictions of murder and mayhem are generally the best-sellers in the market. TV corporations want to increase their ratings so that they can sell more advertisements at higher prices. News programs showed the jets crashing into the World Trade Center, as well as the beheadings of hostages held by Iraqi insurgents, again and again, because they knew that viewers would be glued to their TV sets. Movie blockbusters with explosions and shootings and disasters tend to draw the largest crowds. In a capitalist economic system, making money is the bottom line. Violence sells, so it airs.

Here is an example of the same paragraph that goes off on tangents with extraneous ideas that DO NOT support the thesis statement:


Corporations exist to make money, and violence sells. Video games with the most graphic, detailed depictions of murder and mayhem are generally the best-sellers in the market. I prefer different kinds of video games, like Ping Pong or Pac Man. They are some of the original video games that were released. Once, I was the high school Pac Man champion. Tetris is another game I tried to get  really good at, but it was very difficult, so I stopped playing it. Television violence is found everywhere. There are hundreds of stations on cable TV and I have it in my home. Sometimes I watch TV for more than five hours a day.
SEVENTH, write a conclusion that contains a recommendation, wish, prediction, personal philosophy that relates to the question, or a combination of these:

Possible conclusion:


People living in a free society must get used to the inconvenience caused by having to see or hear speech that they may dislike or even hate. That inconvenience is well worth the discomfort it may cause because government control over thought is a much greater inconvenience. An educated, thoughtful society can live with more freedom the more its citizens take personal steps to ensure that their personal decisions are not reckless but are, rather, healthy and showing consideration for others. Then, even with a lot of bad ideas floating around, such as the idea that violence is entertaining, the society can survive and prosper without censorship.
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