Mary’s Problems

Pretend that you have an unfortunate neighbor named Mary (or Maria or Marie). Tell me about this woman and all the problems that she has. If you talk about things that have happened to her in the past, you must say specifically when they happened if you use the past tense. [Last month, her boyfriend bought a gun.] Otherwise, use the present perfect. [I know that her boyfriend has beaten her several times.] If you talk about things that are currently true in her life, things like habits and routines that she has, use the simple present tense. [She always makes up with her boyfriend after he beats her. Her boss sometimes makes her have sex with him.]

Here are some important facts about her that you may not change:

· Mary is currently single and living with two children.

· She lives in an apartment building with a landlord.

· She has a job, but not a good one.

· Her English is not very good.

Everything else about her is for you to invent. Be creative! You can make her life as difficult, problem-filled, tragic or funny as you like! Make her life so interesting that it might become a TV soap opera or movie.

Here are some questions that you might consider: [No, you don’t have to include everything in this list in your story! These are just some stimulus questions to help you come up with ideas.]
1. Why is Mary single? Does/Did she have a relationship? With whom?

2. Does she know where her children’s father is?

3. How did she end up in New York?

4. Where is her family?

5. What educational background does she have? Is she getting an education now?

6. Is there another man in Mary’s life? If so, is this a good person?

7. Does she have a sex life of any kind? Is there any romance in her life?

8. Does Mary have any health problems?

9. Does she have substance abuse issues?

10. Do her children have substance abuse issues?

11. Do her children have any health problems?

12. Do her children have any behavioral or social problems?

13. What kind of neighborhood does she live in?

14. Does Mary have any problems with her landlord?

15. What kind of work does Mary do for a living? Does Mary have problems at work?

16. Do her children go to school?

17. Do her children have problems at school?

18. Does she have immigration problems?

19. Does she have legal problems?

20. Does she have any friends? Are you one of her friends? If you are, have you had any interactions with Mary and her kids? Have you spoken to her or her kids? 

In your conclusion, you should have one or more of the things that generally appear in any conclusion:

· a hope

· a prediction

· a recommendation

· a piece of personal philosophy
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