The Joy of Mass Transportation (Revised)


Mass transportion is better than cars because it’s faster and cheaper, especially in the city. You can get around the city easily and cheaply with the extensive mass transit system that New Yorkers have enjoyed for a century. Cars have many disadvantages when you compare them to mass transit.
        
Cars eat money and are so expensive that you often need a second job just to keep one. Cars use gas, the price of which is always rising. Cars require auto insurance and garages for storage, and they also have accidents and often need costly repairs.


Cars cause a lot of stress, too. In addition to the headache of parking, there’s the driving. You have to avoid accidents and stay awake. You can't do most relaxing things while you're driving a car because you always have to watch the road. It's dangerous to read, talk on the phone and, obviously, take a nap. Driving is hard on your nerves.
        
In contrast to cars, subways are relaxing and can even be fun. Subways are great places to do homework or read or listen to a Walkman. I often take a quick nap on the subway, and sometimes I do a crossword puzzle. When I'm with friends, we can travel in a big group and have a conversation while we're riding.
        
Subways are also fast and efficient. You can go many miles on one subway train, and you can transfer between two trains. Subways don't have traffic jams, and they run every few minutes. Subways run all day and all night in a system that never shuts down like in other cities. This is one reason that New York City is often called "the city that never sleeps."

        
Mass transit isn’t only subways. Buses add to the efficiency of the mass transit system. You can't go everywhere by subway, but you can transfer, for free, from a subway to a bus in order to get to areas not served by subways. There are no places in New York City that you can't get to for a single fare of $1.50. If you use the system in an educated manner, you can go almost anywhere for almost nothing.
       
In addition to subways and buses, New York has the Staten Island Ferry. This is quite good for people who live on Staten Island, and it’s a wonderful resource for the rest of New Yorkers, too. For a quarter, you can take a refreshing boat ride and see the magnificent city skyline. What a bargain!
       
Above all, the biggest pollution problem that we face today is global warming, and it’s cars, not mass transit, causing the most pollution. The traffic in New York City adds tons and tons of carbon monoxide to the atmosphere, which causes increased heat and more cataclysmic weather. Floods, heat waves, tornadoes and hurricanes are increasing due to global warming. If we eliminated automobiles and trucks, we would do ourselves a big favor.
     
If I were the mayor of New York City, I would ban traffic from this city. This place would be better off if it were a mass transportation town. Let people park their cars in Nassau or New Jersey! Cities are for people, not cars! We should make the city a livable place. It's time for car manufacturers to take orders from the citizens instead of the other way around!
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