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If you won a hundred million dollars in a lottery, how would you use it? In addition to providing you with a lot of pleasure and opportunities, this amount of money gives you a big responsibility because it can put a lot of people to work performing services, doing research, constructing, designing and utilizing natural resources. How would you appropriate this money in order to make your life better and the world a little better, too?

· What kind of people would you hire to help you take care of the fortune?

· What kinds of investments would you make?

· Would you establish any charitable institutions?

· Would you pay for some kind of research?

· Would you create scholarships?

· Would you open a school? If so, what kind and where?

· Would you start a business? If so, what kind? What kind of business do you think would keep generating income for you so that you wouldn’t have to worry about the money getting used up?

· Would you do something artistic?

· Would you establish homes in various parts of the world?

· Would you take care of any people in your family or among your friends?

· Would you use the money to fight for a social cause of any kind?

· Would you do something really exciting, even crazy, that you could never have done if you hadn’t won the money?

· What would you buy for yourself? What kinds of “toys” would you spoil yourself with?

· Would you use the money to pay for personal, professional services of some kind?

This kind of essay needs a short introduction and a conclusion, just like any other essay. Remember that a conclusion usually consists of a hope, prediction, recommendation or bit of philosophy (or combination thereof).

All of the above questions can be turned into coherent paragraphs if you fill them out properly with specific details and rationales (reasons) for your ideas.

Here are two examples of well developed paragraphs, taken from American high school essays found on the Internet. There is a single, clear topic sentence, which is fully developed with details relating to that topic sentence. 
I have always wanted a platform from which I could share my brilliant ideas with the rest of the world. Therefore, I would immediately open my own radio station. I would have a call-in show, and I would invite guests from all walks of life—people I admire and who have something valuable to say. It would be uplifting and hopeful, and not stupid and angry like most of the garbage that we hear today. I would cut off idiots who called in and said stupid or malicious things, meaning, of course, things that I disagreed with.

I would provide charitable services to destitute people. I would open up some decent shelters for the homeless as well as orphaned and/or disabled children. My shelters would not be like the hell-holes you see in the city today, but they would be bright and cheery and welcoming. The staff would consist of a bunch of professionals, like doctors, nurses, mental health counselors, employment trainers, and so on. I would have on-site facilities that would help the homeless get back on their feet, like computer labs with printers and the Internet, showers and restrooms, and I would open up a thrift shop so that people could get cheap but presentable clothing with which they could look for jobs.

Here’s an example of a poorly developed paragraph, taken from an American college essay found on the Internet. There is no topic sentence to this paragraph, just a lot of unrelated, undeveloped ideas. Each of these ideas should be expanded into four different fully developed paragraphs. There should be one about how to manage the money, one on contributing to the arts, one on housing, and one on education.
The first thing I'd do with 100 mil is set up myself with an outside residency, and I’d hide my money with an impenetrable web of Swiss and offshore accounts. I would pay off all my debts.  I’d establish an art museum that would have free admission so that everybody could enjoy the masterpieces from around the world. I would start buying up property in my neighborhood and rent it out at reasonable prices to my neighbors. I would start a private school and a scholarship program to take promising children out of bad schools and give them a good education.


