A Troubled Teen



[eslprof.com/handouts/Comp/AfterSchoolSpecial.doc]

You are going to write a story which will serve as a television treatment for a PBS After School Special. Often, TV production companies buy a story and turn it into a TV movie.

After School Specials are programs that are aimed at teenagers. They tell the story of a teenager or teenagers who have experiences which may be of concern to the teen audience. After School Specials have included movies about teenage drinking, drug abuse, school problems, problems with parents, abuse, sexual issues, popularity, wanting to be cool, feeling left out, problems with bullies, gang violence, gun violence, and so on.

Before the scriptwriters for the movie are hired, a story developer writes a story, called a treatment that will later be turned into the movie. You, as PBS’s top story developer, are going to write the treatment, the story of Timmy/Tammy. The details of the story are up to you, although there are some basic issues in the story that are provided by PBS. You must incorporate these basic plot points into your story and put the story completely in the past tense, giving the month(s) and year(s) when specific things happened. Here are the points that PBS wants you to incorporate into your story.

· Timmy/Tammy was in high school. [Timmy is a boy’s name. Tammy is a girl’s name. You decide the protagonist’s gender.]

· He/She had problems that weighed on him/her so heavily that he/she eventually thought about committing suicide. (The details of what kinds of problems are up to you. He/She may have had one serious problem or a whole collection of different problems. You must invent names for the people involved in these problems, at least first names, and last names if you wish.)

· He/She attempted suicide. (The details of where, when and how are up to you, but you must be specific as to the details.)

· He/She didn’t succeed. You have to give specific details as to why the attempt was unsuccessful.

· After the suicide attempt, a person or people around him/her gave him/her help. (The details of who helped him/her, and the kind of help he/she got, are up to you. You must invent names for these people.)

· Timmy/Tammy finally realized that suicide was not a good option, that no problem in life was so serious that it couldn’t be dealt with. Your story should have an epilogue, a time shortly after the suicide attempt when Timmy/Tammy got things together and turned a corner, or, as we say in English, got a new lease on life, maybe forming a new friendship, joining a new group, getting a job, taking on a responsibility, or something else that was positive and made Timmy/Tammy happy.

Here are some ideas you may want to include in order to make your story interesting:

· Did Timmy/Tammy have a good family? What was the family’s economic status (position)?

· What kinds of problems were evident in Timmy/Tammy’s family, among his/her family members?

· What was Timmy/Tammy’s school situation? Was he/she a good student? A failing student? A sissy (effeminate)? A tomboy (mannish woman)? Did he/she have some friends, many friends, any friends? Was he/she the victim of teasing by other students? Was he/she a cool kid, a nerd (smart but lonely), a loser (unpopular), a bully (cruel to other kids), a victim (always being picked on), a follower, a leader, a jock (athlete), a cheerleader, a gang member, a prostitute/hustler, a drug user/dealer, a gambler?

· Did Timmy/Tammy get into any kind of trouble, either with the law or at school?

· Did Timmy/Tammy have a sex life of any kind? Was he/she ever abused sexually or hurt romantically? Did he/she ever hurt somebody else sexually or romantically?

· Did religion play any role in Timmy/Tammy’s life?

· Was there substance abuse in Timmy/Tammy’s life (drugs, steroids, alcohol, pills)?

· What was the last straw, the breaking point, the event that finally caused Timmy/Tammy to attempt suicide?

· How did Timmy/Tammy attempt suicide?

· What happened after the suicide attempt? Who helped Timmy/Tammy?
