Course Outline
Education and Language Acquisition

ESL099.8213
LaGuardia Community College
Rick Shur, Instructor
Spring 10 II

Office Hours

M-Th 4:15-5:30 PM, E200F, 718-482-5640, or rickshur@hotmail.com
Home 212-864-1684, or mobile phone 646-334-8373, between 10 AM and midnight

Mon.
5:45-7:45 (lab, E201)

Mon.
8-10 PM (class, E107)

Tues.
5:00-7:30 (class, E107)

Tue.
8-10 PM (class, E107)

Wed.
5:45-7:45 (lab, E201)

Wed.
8-10 PM (class, E107)

Thur. 5:00-7:30 (class, E107)

Tue.
8-10 PM (class, E107)
You will pass this course if:   

   a. you complete the class work with at least a 65% average,

   b. convince me that you can speak English to express yourself,

   c. pass the Department Composition Final with a 3 ("pass to ESL099”)
   d. pass the Class Final (grammar/vocabulary/spelling) with 65%.

You will write two practice final compositions before the final, and these may be used to help you pass if the final is not passing and not up to your usual ability. 

The Department Composition Final is graded by a department reading committee, not by me! I cannot pass you if the committee does not! Please do not beg me for special favors. Try working hard, coming to class every day on time, and thinking about what you are doing. That will probably help you pass more than baking cookies for me or telling me how handsome I look even though I do like cookies and enjoy receiving compliments.

You will have many grades, and each grade carries the same weight. Midterms and finals do NOT count more than other tests. You may be excused for up to seven assignments, including class work that you couldn’t finish in time, homework that you forgot to do, or quizzes that you missed because you were absent or late.

If you pass, you will receive a grade according to your class grade point average (GPA): 90%=A, 89%=A-, 85%=B+, 80%=B, 79%=B-, 75%=C+, 70%=C, 69%=C-; 65%=D

If you do not pass, you will receive an R (a repeat grade that doesn't hurt your school GPA) if you have made progress and worked hard. If this is your third time and you do not pass, the school requires that you receive a grade of F.

Items to buy at the LaGuardia Bookstore:

GuessWhat! Software and 8-gig Travel Drive (Shur) [$34.99]

[If you already have your own travel drive, you can use that one, and I will put the GuessWhat! Software on it for free. However, if you buy my travel drive, I will replace it for free if it breaks, no questions asked.]
GuessWhat! Grammar & Vocabulary Manual (Shur) [$39]
You will also need a dictionary, either electronic or a book, but remember that you will only be allowed a book dictionary for the final exam!
Other class supplies:

You don’t need to buy paper. I will provide paper for exams and essays.

You can write with a pen or (dark) pencil.

You should have some kind of notebook for taking class notes and writing down homework assignments.

   The last day to withdraw from this class with a W (which doesn't hurt your school GPA) is Monday, July 12. I must sign the withdrawal form.

   The last day of ESL class is Thursday, July 29 on which you will write your final essay. The results will be posted on Degree Works on Wednesday, August 4, after 5:00 PM.

