Course Outline
Academic ESL Program

ESL099.8486
LaGuardia Community College
Rick Shur, Instructor
Fall 08 II (W ’09)

Office Hours

M, TH, F 5-5:35 PM, E200F, 718-482-5640, or rickshur@hotmail.com, any time

home 212-864-1684, or mobile phone 646-334-8373, between 10 AM and midnight

Mon.
5:45 - 10:15 PM (class, M138)


Tues.
5:45 – 10:15 PM (lab, E201)



Wed.
5:45 - 10:15 PM (class, M138)



Thur. 5:45 - 10:15 PM (class, M138)


Fri.  5:45 - 10:15 PM (class, M138)


You will pass this course if:   

   a. you complete the class work with at least a 65% average,

   b. convince me that you can speak English to express yourself,

   c. pass the Department Composition Final with a 4 ("pass to ENG"),

   d. pass the Class Final (grammar/vocabulary/spelling) with 65%.

You will write two practice final compositions before the final, and these may be used to help you pass if the final is not passing and not up to your usual ability. The Department Composition Final is graded by a department reading committee, not by me! I cannot pass you if the committee does not!

You will have many grades, and each grade carries the same weight. Midterms and finals do NOT count more than other tests. You may be excused for up to seven assignments, including class work that you couldn’t finish in time, homework that you forgot to do, or quizzes that you missed because you were absent or late. In this way, you don’t have to worry about being absent a few times. If you are sick, PLEASE STAY HOME INSTEAD OF INFECTING YOUR CLASSMATES.

If you pass, you will receive a grade according to your class grade point average (GPA): 95%=A+, 90%=A, 89%=A-, 85%=B+, 80%=B, 79%=B-, 75%=C+, 70%=C, 69%=C-; 65%=D

If you do not pass, you will receive an R (a repeat grade that doesn't hurt your school GPA) if you have not been absent MORE than six days, and if you have maintained at least a 65% GPA in the class, and you have shown real progress. If you fail to do any one of the above, you must receive an F instead of an R. This is school policy.

Books to buy:

Guess What Grammar Manual (Shur) [$20.00]

a Jump Drive to use in computer labs

[suggested] Longman Advanced American Dictionary [approx. $38] 

These are all at the bookstore.

   There will be no class on Monday, January 19 (Martin Luther King).

      The last day to withdraw from this class with a W (which doesn't hurt your school GPA) is Monday, January 26. I must sign the withdrawal form.

   The last day of class is Friday, February 13, on which you will take the department essay final exam. Results will be posted on Thursday, February 19.

CUNY Attendance/Integrity Policy:

1. You must work collaboratively (helping your classmates) when asked by the teacher to do so.

2. You must work non-collaboratively (alone, not with classmates) when asked to do so.

3. You must not offer gifts of any kind to the teacher.

4. You must not offer to have sex with the teacher.

5. You must not be absent for more than a total of 18 hours (of lab or class). 

Failing to observe the Integrity Policy may result in a failing grade.

